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"CASES OF INJURY OF THE HEAD, WITH REMARKS. 
BY A. B. SHIPMAN, M.D., PROF. OF SURGERY IN THE IKDIANA MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) : 


Some four or five years ago, 1 wrote, for the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, two articles on injuries of the head, which were 9 
lished. Since that time, I have met with quite a number more of the 
same character, some of which were attended with circumstances which 
make them quite interesting to the practical surgeon. 1 shall relate them 
in : few words as possible, and make but a limited number of remarks on 
each case. | 
Case I.—October 18, 1841. 1 saw a girl of John Lambeitson, of 
Virgil, Cortland Co., N. Y., et. about 10 years, who had received a 
wound on the back side of the ear, near the mastoid process of the tem- 
| bone, from a stone thrown at her by a boy while at school. It 
nocked her down and stunned her, but she soon recovered and kept 
going to school for some time afterwards. ‘This was twelve weeks pres 
vious to my seeing her. Her parentsstated to me that she had com- 
plained of severe headache most of @ietime; had been very feverish, 
with sleepless nights; lost her appetites peevish and irascible, 
while the head had been hot, and, #hene tne stone had struck, was very 
tender. Some swelling also: ccetimed mek @ the ear, and at the time 
when I first saw her, evidently contaimed a Guid. ‘The girl was greatly 
emaciated, was feverish, had night Sweats wae Joss of appetite, yet she 
had never shown any signs of mentdl @iemation, I resolved to lay open 
the swelling, by the advice of my partner, Dri Daniel Havens, who saw 
the patient with me. On making an incision, an ounce or two of ftetid 
pus was found, and the bone beneath was bare of pericranium. The 
bone had a dirty white appearance, and, on a close inspection, a portion 
of it was found a little loose. With the elevator arid forceps I carefully 
raised and detached a piece the size of a dollar, which appeared to have 
been fractured by the stone; while inflammation and suppuration had 
taken place above and beneath the bone, and the absorbents had re- 
moved some parts of the living bone which had Idosened the detached 
piece. There was some pus beneath the bone on the dura mater, which 
membrane was, as far as could be determined, in a healthy state. ‘The pus 
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was carefully washed out, and the wound dressed with adhesive plaster 
and the patient had a speedy recovery, and has remained well ever since. 

Remarks.—In this case we have an illustration of what nature will do 
in a very severe injury, and also of what Mr. Pott wrote so graphically a 
long time ago, on inflammation and suppuration beneath the skull. There 
was no extravasation of blood from the blow on the head, nor any symp- 
toms denoting compression. Inflammation and suppuration occurred 
beneath the fractured bone, and the absorbents removed the bone in 
contact with the fractured piece, which loosened it so that it was easily 


removed. 

Case IJ. Case of Fracture of the Skull—Trephining— ; 
—A son of Mr. A. Nickerson, of Summer Hill, Cayuga Co., N. Y.,9 
‘years of age, was kicked by a horse, July 23, 1843, at 7 o’clock, P. M. 
The heel cork struck him on the right side of the frontal bone an inch 
above the superciliary ridge. Dr. Alfred Cooke was called to see him, 
who informed the friends that an operation wouid be necessary, and | 
was sent for. I saw him at 7, A. M., twelve hours from the accident. 
He vomited soon after receiving the injury, and became insensible and 
remained so through the night, with stertorous breathing and dilated 
pupils, and an involuntary discharge of urine. The wound of the scalp 
was large, and the bone fractured and depressed for three inches in dia- 
meter. The pieces were so firmly wedged that it was necessary to ap- 
ply the trephine on the edge of the fracture, when, with the elevator and 
forceps, fourteen pieces of bone were removed, and some depressed por- 
tions of the skull elevated. The dura mater was not lacerated, but was 
marked and indented by the sharp edges and points of bone, and re- 
mained so when the wound was closed. Immediately on raising the de- 
préssed bone, the boy began to show signs of returning consciousness, 
and in an hour was rational and conversed with his parents, to their great 
joy. The wound was then, dressed, with light dressings, his head elevat- 
ed, the room darkened, and sa/eathartic of calomel administered. The 
next day re-action came ony wit Headache and a full, strong pulse. He 
was promptly and kept on @light diet, with laxatives every 
day, and no farther Tequire treatment. In two w 

Remarks.—The prompt) Genekewhich followed the operation of tre- 
pbaing in this case was Very@thking and satisfactory. A delay of a 

w hoyrs would have been too late ; inflammation, suppuration, or ul- 
ceration of the dura mater, heneath the seat of pressure, would have su- 
pervened, and the case would have had a disastrous termination. An 
early operation in these cases is greatly to be desired ; and the surgeon 
should promptly act if he wishes success in this department of his 
Case Ill. Fracture of Skull—Recovery, without Trephining.—E. 
H., a girl 13 years of age, while in a chamber, with an infant in her 
arms, October 1, 1844, was struck. upon the head with a piece of iron 
and knocked down, insensible. It was during tie political excitement 
preceding the presidential campaign of 1844, when Gring of cannon, 
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ions and mass meetings were the order of the day. Some 

or thirty men were firing a twelve-pound cannon on the Court-House 
me in Cortland Village, N. Y., when having charged it very heavily 
it burst, scattering the fragments of iron in every direction, and shiveri 
the carriage to splinters, but without mguning a man about it. ‘This 

ng lady was in a house twenty rods from it, looking out of a cham- 
a window at a distant procession, when a fragment of the cannon, 
weighing twenty pounds, came through the roof, cut off a rafter, struek 
her on the head, went through the floor, and buried itself in a bed in a 
room below, where a few minutes previous the invalid mother had been 
reposing. 1 saw the girl thirty minutes from the accident. Found her 
cold and insensible, with a wound near the vertex. On examination, I 
found the scalp lacerated and the left parietal bone denuded to some 
extent, and on close inspection discovered a capillary fissure, extending 
forwards as far as the laceration in the scalp. No depression of any 
tion of the bone was to be discovered, and, as in all probability the 
case would require an operation, the scalp was laid down, a compress 
wet in cold water was applied, and a night cap put on. Some stimulus 


was given to rouse the pulse and promote re-action. In four hours the 


patient became warm, the pulse rose in strength and frequency, yet sbe 
still was unconscious of surrounding objects, and remained so during the 
night. Next morning, October 2d, she began to take notice of things, 
and was able to speak and take a little gruel. Great swelling of the 
head and face, the eyes being nearly closed with extravasated blood, and 
the conjunctive ecchymosed. + 
Oct. 3d.—Some febrile action and headache, with incoherent expres- 
sions; does not know where she is. Was bled 15 ounces, when she 
fainted. A cathartic of calomel, followed with castor oil, was given, and 
a brisk cathartic effect was obtained. be . 
4th.—Some febrile excitementyeame up to-day, and she was bled 
twelve ounces, when she again) became faite She is still rather out‘of 
her senses, and does not hergight::#em: and leg, and 
in articulating. ‘Take calomel @emmpound extract of colocyn 
ten grains : ae into two pills; @ueatauget, which kept the bowels 


5th.— Improving a little. more rational. Wants 
something to eat. Allow her a litte meme mays her right arm and leg 
6th.—Improving still. Is quite rational, and now remembers being 
in the chamber, looking out upon the distant field, where the people were 
gathering, on the day she was hurt. Keep her on low diet, and give 


the alterative pill every night. , 


7th.—For the next seven days she remained in nearly the same state, 
with but little fever, but the use of the arm and leg did not improve, 
and she complained daily of a strange feeling in her head, with: a sharp 
lancinating pain, occasionally darting through the temples. \ These 
symptoms rather increased from day to day. Finally, the head became hot 
and she was very feverish, and had some turns of loss of consciousness. 
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ywAbout the 20th day of the accident a puffy swelling began to form 
,about-two inches anterior to the wound on the scalp, which had been 
perfectly healed for several days. ‘This swelling was of considerable 
size, was elastic, and a fluctuation was obscurely felt. I made a free 
incision down to the bone, and evacuated a quantity of coagulated blood 
and ill-digested pus. I found the pericranium detached from the. bone, 
and.a fracture, with depression of a piece of bone of a triangular shape, 
aod an inch in length. The depression was but little, not more than 
three lines, and one side of the fracture was separated about the same 
distance, allowing the escape of a small quantity of pus from beneath 
the skull. From this time, the symptoms improved rapidly, and she 
regained the use of the arm and leg. ‘The wound on the head discharged 
a small quantity of healthy pus, and then healed, and the patient, in the 
course of a few weeks, was as well as before the accident, and has re- 
mained so ever since. 

.) Remarks.—There are one or two singular points in this case, which | 
am at.a loss to explain satisfactorily. In the first place, why the piece 
of-iron, which was a rough, irregular fragment, weighing twenty pounds, 
falling perpendicularly from a great height, did not produce a more terti- 
ble wound, when it apparently fell nearly on the top of the head. It 
must have been the case, however, that she stooped some at the time, 
and the blow was received obliquely, or glanced off. In the second place, 
I am at a loss to acccount for the fracture and depression, which were 
discovered ata late period, and were in all probability the chief cause of 
all the mischief which ensued. It is possible that a piece of the rafter, 
which was cut in two, struck her simultaneously with the fragment of 
iron; but no appearance of such a wound was to be seen or felt, and 


the scalp was extensively shaven, preparatory to the operation which I 


was in expectation of performing on the following day. No contusion 
‘was discovered, nor did she:@emplain, at any time of pain or soreness 
in that situation, although six@ tetle great ado at times of the soreness 
and pain in the wounded semigt; @ndiitawas only on the occurrence of the 
swelling, that she Mestedvanyiing dike pain in the part. The 
semi-paralysis was on ithe @ide, Opposite the injury, and was the re- 
sult of pressure from the @epmessed spieee of bone, and probably some 
slight extravasation, whith; @aR@rawes: absorbed or discharged mixed 
with the pus which formed @e@meath¥the bone. With the discovery 
of this depressed piece’ of befie?an the first instance, and the symptoms 
which were present, a resort to the trephine would have been justifiable ; 
and although we could have hardly expected a more happy termination 
under any circumstances, yet I must confess I look upon it more in the 
light of a fortunate escape, than a scientific cure. It is possible, however, 
that surgical interference in the first stage might have hastened it on to a 
ase IV. Iyury of the Head—Symptoms of Compression—No 
Evidence of Fracture—Recovery, without an Wd little girl 
of Lyman Wheeler’s, aged about 9 years, of Solon, Cortland Co., N. Y., 
was run over by a cow, while on her way hame from school, August 27th, 
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1845. Her little brother who was with her, and saw ‘the’ transaction, 
gave the alarm, after finding that she was unconscious and could not 
rise. She was carried, in a state of insensibility, into the house, and 
Dr. Finn, who lived near by, sent for. The doctor found her extremities 
cold, the pulse depressed, and she was totally unconscious of surround- 
ing objects. Some diffusible stimulus was given her, which she swal- 
lowed with difficulty ; yet after a few hours re-action came on, when she 
was bled, and then some imperfect signs of consciousness manifested 
themselves. She was able to speak, appeared wild, and talked incohe- 
rently. This was in the evening of the day she was injured. In the 
course of the night she became comatose, with stertorous breathing, a 
slow irregular pulse, and involuntary discharges of urine and feces. The 
next day, August 28th, it was discovered that she did not use the arm 
or leg of the left side. Her head had been searched thoroughly for a 
wound or bruise, the hair cut off, but nothing could be discovered except 
a spot behind the right ear, which was swollen, and there was some ex- 
travasation of blood beneath the skin. ‘The little boy says that the 
knee of the cow struck her in that place. Dr. Finn bled her again, and 
this day gave her croton oil, and applied cold to the head. 
* August 29th.—Symptoms nearly the same; more re-action ; bled 
again and gave another cathartic. - 
30th and 31st.—Insensibility complete; stertor and involuntary dis- 
charges; pulse rapid, and she seems sinking. Some convulsive twitches 
‘of the muscles of the face. , 
September 2d.—I saw the child, in company with Drs. Finn, Potter 
and Wigsins. We gave the head a searching examination, yet we 
could discover no lesion or depression of the bone, or any contusion of 
the scalp, with the exception of the ecchymosis behind the left ear. 
This portion appeared slightly swollenyand was of a yellowish hue. 
She was completely insensible to sufmggindmg‘objects, yet she occasionally 
moaned and sighed, and moved tigeaamamm and leg. On pinching the 
right foot or knee, she did not seaaaeiwett. “The pupil of the right 
eye was greatly dilated, and Gianna Molding a strong light to 
it. The left pupil was contaeaaammeenser pulse was 130 per 
minute, and weak. Our extravasation of blood 
somewhere within the cranium Where was it situated? 
Was an operation justifiable? iva ema mot tell where to perfo- 
rate. Of course our prognosis Was uunmworss What was then to be 
the treatment ? The doctor had Gammed mms depletion as far by the lancet 
as was prudent. We agreed to apply a blister to the back of the neck, 
continue cold to the head, mustard sinapisms to the soles of the feet, 
elevate the head, give small doses of calomel and ipecac., &c. ‘This 
course was continued about one week, during which time no very per- 
ceptible change occurred, except she had turns of screaming and a sawing 
Motion with the left arm, which she kept going for twenty-four hours at 
a time. There was also picking at the bed-clothes and spasmodic 
twitchings of the left leg and side of the face, eye-lids, &c. The blisters 
‘were renewed, and kept running on the neck, legs and arms. : 
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Septemoer 10th.—She begins to be sensible of surrounding objects ; 
can speak ; knows her mother and sisters. ‘The gums are a little tume- 
fied, and a mercurial odor perceptible in the breath. Still she cannot 
move the right limbs, nor has she any sensation in them. The pulse 
is at 100, soft and regular. Onit all treatment but counter-irritation. 

30th.—Patient begins to move the limbs a little ; is perfectly rational ; 
has been somewhat flighty at times, until within a few days. 

From this period she recovered quite rapidly, and got entirely well, 
her right leg and arm remaining clumsy a long time. 

Remarks.—From this case we learn a very useful lesson. From the 
severity of the symptoms, we infer that an extravasation of blood, to a 
considerable amount, was present within the cranium ; but where was 
it situated? On the surface of the brain? Or at the base? Or in the 
substance, or the ventricles? Or was there no extravasation? Were 
the symptoms of compression the result of depressed bone? Or was it 
some other compressing cause? It is possible that the blow on the back 
of the head by the knee or foot of the cow, produced a fracture of the 
bone, and that extravasation occurred beneath the seat of the injury ; or 
there might have been no fracture, and yet extravasation occur near the 
place where the blow fell, or at a distance from it, perhaps at the base, or 
in the ventricles, or the substance, or on the surface, from the general 
concussion alone. That there was a lesion of some kind within the 
Cranium, is certain. ‘That it took place at the time she was knocked 
down by the cow, is also certain. hn the first place there was a con- 
cussion, then a partial recovery ; then the compressing cause supervened ; 
inflammation came up in the course of three or four days, was met 
promptly by depletion, counter-irritation, and the exhibition of mercury ; 
and finally absorption, as was shown by the gradual disappearance of the 
paral yee completed the cure. The case certainly appeared nearly 

peless, inasmuch as no operation. was indicated, from the uncertainty 
of the point where the injury was seated. It was certainly a very in- 
teresting case to the sutge@m @8@ pathologist ; to the one showing how 


an almost hopeless case Wi feeaver without an operation—and to the 
other, that absorption of compressing cause may take place 


in a very short time. | 
Case V.—Injury of the 2 years old—No Frac- 
ture—Inflammation, Death.—A child of Geo. 
S. Taylor, aged 2 years, {6 fom the door upon a stone step. The 
blow was received on the Jeft parietal protuberance. The child was 
stunned by the fall, but ‘soon recovered. A tumefaction was left 
over the part, which, however, went off in a few days, but. the 
child was fretful and peevish, and was hot and restless nights. This 
the mother attributed to worms, and I believe procured something and 
gave as a remedy for them. , 5 
About four weeks from the time the child fell, I was sent for in great 
haste in the night. The child was attacked with convulsions. Not 
being at home, Dr. Wm. J. Willson went to see it. He prescribed anthel- 
mintics, Next day the convulsions recurred, when I saw it, At this 
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visit 1 heard of the fall of the patient, and learned the history since its 
occurrence. No visible marks, however, were observable on the head. 
The convulsions would come on every hour or two, would pass. off per- 
fectly, and in the intervals the child was playful and quiet. | learned 
that it was feverish and restless through the night, with irregular bowels 
and capricious appetite. My prescription was a blister behind each ear, 
cold to the head, and one grain of calomel every four hours. For about 
a week after this the patient had no convulsions, was more quiet at 
night, with an improved appetite. The stools were green and slimy, 
and the calomel was discontinued on account of its acting too much on 
the bowels. The hydrarg. cum creta was substituted for the calomel, 
and the blisters continued. The convulsions now recurred again, and 
continued with great violence for two days, when it was discovered 
that the right arm and leg were paralytic. The pupil of the right 
eye was greatly dilated and immovable ; the left was nearly in a natural 
state. It is unnecessary to detail the treatment, or changes of the disease 
from day to day. It passed on very slowly and gradually, convulsions oc- 
eurring almost daily; after which a suspension for a few hours, and 
some slight improvement in the aspect of the case, would lead. the 
anxious mother to catch hold of the hope of recovery with maternal 
eagerness. Its senses, throughout the whole of the long and protracted 
illness, were apparently unaffected, when not under the influence of the 
convulsions. ‘There was but little coma, even immediately after under- 
going a fit of spasmodic convulsions, At all other times it-appeared to 
know its mother, and would cry when left with a strange face to watch 
with it, but immediately on its mother’s return would recognize her, be 
uiet and docile, and even playful, up to the last hour of existence. 

here was one prominent symptom which 1 have omitted to mention, 
which was rolling of the head» /Dhis;wasiobserved before the convul- 
sions made their appearance, @a@u@i@RuaMae @ecurrence was a constant 
and every-day symptom till h6;a@uemeasmeecnild, who apparently re- 


tained its senses to the last... 
Autopsy, 10 hours after ihamemeay was tolerably plump, 
countenance placid. The Séalpaaeauecmmmeand a good deal of blood 
escaped when the incisions (pericranium was firmly 
attached to the left parietal St0—aeeammer a space of two .inches 
in diameter. The skull was M6Q@ESm On sawing the bone the 
serum began to flow through af dura mater, which was 
wounded by the teeth of the saws “QM attempting to elevate the cal- 
varium, it was found to firmly attached’ to the dura mater, on the left 
side, opposite the point where the pericranium was adherent, that the 
membrane was torn, and remained so firmly fixed to the bone, that:it 
could not be separated over a space of the size of a crown-piece. | ‘There 
was probably half a pint of serum between the dura and pia mater, and. 
a portion of the brain beneath the adhering dura mater was soft, like 
thin custard. This extended to the depth of an inch into the left hemis- 
phere. Around the edges of this portion, the vessels of the. brain were 


enlarged and very apparent, ‘and this portion was in a state of ramollisse- 
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ment. There was also water in the ventricles and the lining membranes, 
not only of this portion, but of the whole surface of the brain, which was 
exceedingly vascular. I could not make out that the bone was fractured ; 
but there was some kind of injury at the time of the fall, which kindled 
up inflammation. | 

Remarks.—The most remarkable feature in the last-mentioned case, 
was the slow and gradual progress of the disease, and the little disturb- 
ance of the intellectual functions, together with the almost entire absence 
of coma, where we should imagine, from the autopsy, it would have 
been present, as there was from three to four gills of serum in all, dif- 
fused over the surface of the brain, between the dura and pia mater and 
in the ventricles ; which was a quantity sufficient, we should suppose, 
to produce it at some stage of the disease. It was only present a short 
period immediately succeeding a convulsion, and then there was novmore 
than we often find where worms or intestinal irritation is the cause. But 
one solution of the matter may be found in the gradual manner in which 
the effusion was induced, and the equable pressure on all parts of the 
brain at once. The retaining of the senses throughout the disease is an- 
other point on which the cause is more obscure. Itis true, there was but 
one hemisphere of the brain involved in disorganization, but that was 
the surface of the organ. where the intellectual faculties are said to re- 
side. The extent of this softened portion was large, yet we are certain 
that but little mental disturbance was the result. It may be 
by some how far a child, of the age of this one, would manifest mental 
phenomena, sufficient for us to speak confidently on this point ; but we 
must allow an intelligent mother, with her fears and hopes, sharpened by 
affectionate solicitude, to be the best judge of this question. She says 
that there was no time, exceptwhile the child was in convulsions, or 
immediately after passing fromane, but what it was in possession of its 
reason ; and even while thesgammsytowards the close of the case, 
its look of The paralysis which 
attended this case was iaeOeeEeeme the known function of the 
brain, on the opposite Seta MMNMEEOE disease. It is probable that 
many of the diseases Of might be traced to blows 
received a long time of symptoms denoting the 
disease. A child haS 
Worms or credit of producing these, and 

patient is subjected to’ @ @aume as anthelmintics. The symptoms 

abate, which confirms the diagnosis, _ Again, convulsions occur, another 
course of the same remedies is used, and finally paralysis or coma de- 
velopes the true nature of the case ; but it is now too late, the mischief 
is done, organic changes have taken place in the brain, and the patient 
dies. Young practitioners are very prone to commit these errors in diag- 
nosis. ‘They are more disposed to go worm-hunting, than searching in- 
to the true pathology of the disease. Convulsions are a symptom of 
worms. Grinding of the teeth is also a symptom, as well as rolling of 
the head and screaming out suddenly, perhaps in sleep. How, then, it 
may be asked, are we to distinguish between the two? It is true, there 
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is, in some. cases, a difficulty in doing so ; but it is more excusable and 
does less mischief to your patient, where there are signs of head disease, 
even if they are symptomatic, to consider it a case of cerebral disease, 
base your treatment accordingly. ‘There is no harm, in most cases, 
in giving calomel, and applying epispastics behind the ears in convulsions 
where strong signs of head disease exist, even if it is purely consecutive. 
Case VI. Blow on the Head—Epilepsy— Amaurosis.—C. P., aged 
46, was struck on the right side of head witha limb from a tree. It was 
over the right parietal protuberance. No wound was made, except a 
slight contusion, but the whole right side was struck numb, as he termed 
it; he also saw sparks, dark bodies and musce volitantes, and his eye- 
sight began to fail.. Very gradually the right side regained some degree 
of sensibility. But he continued to have these optical spectra until the 
sight was nearly lost in the right eye. May 1, 1846, he had an epileptic 
convulsion. Since that time the numbness and weakness of the side 
has been worse. October 8d, 1846, had another epileptic fit. Since 
that, the sight of the left eye is beginning to fail. On looking at the 
eyes, the pupil of the right one is dilated and looks amaurotic, and con- 
tracts feebly on exposing it to a strong light. The left appears nearly 
natural. “His general health is good. ‘There is no appearance of any 
lesion about the scalp or cranium, and no tenderness indicative of disease. 
He says that there was pain and tenderness a long time on the right 
parietal bone, after he received the blow. My prescription was, cup- 
ping the temples, a séeton in the nape of the neck ; and unguentum of 
tart. antimony to a spot on the scalp over the right parietal bone ; with 
a blue pill every other night, and a light diet. : 3 re 
Remarks.—lIt is impossible to say what amount of injury this blow 
on the head inflicted. It is probablegitiias it was something serious, to 
produce the partial: paralysis wiigiamuemed. ‘The gradual failure of 
vision goes to support the subsequent epileptic con- 
vulsions make it highly protaay gree of pressure or irrita- 
tion is present within the crag Rately destroy him. But 
what is it that produces tieaaam pias the skull fractured 
by the blow? There wasaum Some compressing cause, 
which is in force more O8@mm petit time, and on the in- 
crease. There may have Gi fedepression of the inner 
table of the skull. A morbady may be going on from 
some portion of the inner sulageewemmmeemomm. But where is the 
point that is producing the distufDgmu@rmsrtns case ? is a question not 
easily solved. ‘Time may develope, perhaps, what is not at present 
very clear. Can any operation avail anything here? If we knew there 
had been fracture and depression, and could place our finger on the 
point, an operation might be justifiable—as it has been done to relieve 
epileptic fits, and with perfect success. 


(To be concluded next week.) 
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AMERICAN ORTHOPEDIC INSTITUTE. 
(Contmuniceted for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Tus institution is in Roxbury, Mass., a little more than a mile from Bos- 
ton, in one of the most beautiful and healthy locations in New England. 
It is capable of accommodating two hundred patients. ‘There are connect- 
ed with ita gymnasium, a bathing establishment, and ample grounds for 
exercise in the open air; while it is perfectly free from the contaminating 
influence of a dense population. 

At this institution the following diseases of the joints, muscles and 
nervous system are treated, viz., curvatures of the spine, spinal irritation, 
contraction of the muscles, total or partial paralysis, false .anchylosis, and 
club feet. 

Many of these diseases, especially curvatures of the spine, cannot be 
successtully treated in private families, which experience in numberless 
cases fully confirms. 

Dr. Abbe has recently visited some of the most celebrated orthopedic 
institutions in Europe, and bas adopted all that he considers practicall 
uselul. He would acknowledge his great obligations particularly to M. 
Gu'rin and M. Bouvier. 

The domestic arrangements of the institution are under the care of a 
matron of unquestionable qualifications for the station. Patients affected 
with diseases of the spine are for the most part young, and often desirous 
of prosecuting their studies ; for this purpose, as the course of treatment 
will not prohibit, a teacher is connected with the establishinent, who will 
give instruction in music, drawing, and the various English 
branches. 

During the year 1847 one hugdre 
treatment. Of these, Jan. 
curvatures, 4 cases ; lateral, 
diseased brain, | ; club fogty! 

At this season of the yearaGiaam 
number of patients than at GA 


ing from chronic affections SQHaE 


hirty-nine cases were under 
of posterior 

paral paralysis, 2; 
fally a much smaller 
met that those suffer- 
ich a time to place 


themselves under treatment, disturbances are ure 
gent. ANSON ABBE, M.D. 


Dear Sin.—The subject of the case in question was the sixth child, 
who died at an early age, in the same family, from nearly the same symp- 
toms.. The first five patients were not mine; indeed, I did not see 
them, but the mother, who is an intelligent lady, informed me that there 
was a striking similitude of phenomena exhibited in all her children ; 
and from the first, she was’ confident that her child (my pees) could 
not survive, for the others had been treated by skilful and experienced 


CASE OF TBKIN. | 
To the Elitor of the Boston Medteal ana Surgical Journal. 


| 
| 


sisted me in the examination. 


364 Case of Cyanosis, or Blue Skin. 


physicians without any but the most unfavorable results. She even ex- 
pressed her conviction at the time this sixth child was born (1 attended 
her during this accouchement), that he would ‘“ never live to grow up.” 
Yet there was nothing at that time to impress me with such an appre- 
hension ; on the contrary, the child was of ordinary size, plump, and no 
unusual symptoms were present. Jt continued well for about a week, 
when it frequently had violent fits of crying. At these times, the skin 
over the face, neck, and upper extremities, was “ livid or violet colored,” 
the bowels became constipated, and the other symptoms were aggravat- 
ed so much that the poor little patient was in several instances actuall 

thrown into convulsions. The usual means for overcoming these difficul- 
ties were in vain resorted to, and my patient continued to suffer. At 
length | advised tepid water enemata, small doses of magnesia and castor 
oil, for the torpid state of the bowels, and anodynes to mitigate the ex- 
treme agony occasioned by the paroxysms, as well as to procure rest. 
I informed the parents that this was all that I could do, and that it would 
be useless for me to repeat my visits, unless some other circumstance 
than at that time existed should render my attendance necessary. Not 
long after, the father of the child called on me, saying that, as a “last 
resort,” they wished to try homeopathy. I did not object, for 1 was will- 
ing to indulge my afflicted friends, and in this particular case I did not 
consider ‘small doses” bad practice. Accordingly a distinguished 
Homveopath was consulted. At first, | think he diagnosed the case one 
of “ wind colic,” but subsequently “liver complaint,” prescribing se- 
cundum artem! ‘This doctor of the ‘* new school,” after denouncing the 


the patient grew worse, and. the Homeeopath was discharged with all his 
laurels. [ was again request 


vious to its death, ; the evacuations were 
sometimes Someumes and at other times bloody. The 
patient grew worse if a eeGeeeae ime Color of the skin was never 


absent, vomiting came incisor teeth became another 
source of trouble (the /tWauntermmmemmmme throuch), and after long and 
intense suffering the little su by death. 

W. Stillman, of this place, who 

examined. Lungs healthy. 

Pericardium contained about two @umees and a half of serum. Endo- 
cardium unnaturally red. ~ Heart: nu enlarged. Foramen ovale open. 
Stomach normal. Liver healthy.” Mesenteric glands tuberculous and 
melanotic. ‘Transverse arch of the colon and the small intestines much 
inflamed. Rectum in a state of ulceration, contained pus, mucous mem- 
brane entirely destroyed for the space of four inches. I may add that 
the spleen, pancreas, kidneys and urinary organs, were all in their nor- 
mal condition. 7 
_T am of the opinion that five others had died of cyanosis in this family. 
The parents are healthy, and so are their four oldest children. What 


werscm 


SBESEES 


m 


gs 


Wy 
org. 


‘“‘reoulars,’ declared the child’s heart healthy, and promised a cure ; but 
so until its death—the child gaven months. About six weeks 


cause shall we assign for the development of this disease in the six 
younger children ? | 
When cyanosis depends upon malformation of the heart, I know of no 
method of cure. Judicious management may prolong life, but recovery 
cannot be expected. | Very respectfully yours, : 
Lime Rock, R. I., May 17th, 1848. J. P. Leowarn. 


DIABETES MELLITUS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—The Journal of May 3d, 1848, contains the reply of the advocate 
of the doctrine that “ diabetes mellitus is pate an affection 
the brain.” In my first revtew I was actuated by no other motive than 
a desire to maintain truth and vanquish error; in whatever form false 
doctrine present itself, and by whoever taught, it shall ever be my pur- 
pose and pleasure to lend a helping hand for its overthrow. | 
fn my communication in No. 3, of the present volume, | said that 
“ patients who have diabetes, generally live comparatively a long time, 
while those who have lesions of the brain soon die. He is “ astonished ” 
that | do “ not know that some affections of the brain may exist months 
and even years,” without producing death. Now the term “ affections 
of the brain,” or any other part of the system, expresses nothing at all 


in a pathological sense, while lesion cannot be mistaken unless by some 
and their post-mortem developments hat! nothing to do in influencing him 
to adopt his present “ views ”’ of the disease, for he had formed his opinion 
| hope, when he “communicates views more fully in fre- 
gard to this disease, he will give.the suenuan. gr vity of the urine, the 
tests he used, the amount: Of: 40 
Semtyrrour hours in the pro- 
gress of the disease ; so, that whether they 
were “cases” of diabetes onc N 
ease at the origin of the pres @ induce sugar in the 
urine, but perhaps the pathol ape honor of reviewing 
ledge of physiology does who possess the 
imtuitive perception of my Paws Maybe able to explain it 
the case when he promulgated his “ views,” Bn diabetes—first form an 
opinion, then surmise something to base it Upon. Yours, &c. 


one who wishes to falsify the use of terms. He admits that his * cases” 
before he had examined the bodies, sigpi 

of 4p that examined, also 

the largest quantity of uring 
can furnish us with more) confess my know- 
in the most satisfactory manweeaai bus investigation, as was 
Chicopee Falls, Ms,, May 15th, 1848. J. R. Wirsvr, M.D. 


NOTES, NOTICES AND NOTIONS. 
(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) ‘te 


Wasps and bees, according to Dr. Godman, have no brain nor nervous: 
organization, And yet Bichat would seem inclined to think that they 
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have such. The fact that a wasp will sting, after its head is cut off, or it 
is cut in two, seems to support Dr. Godman. It is a matter of some 
medical interest to have these points settled, so far as relates to the ex- 
istence of brain and nerves. And we know no one to whom we would 
refer the point, and be sooner satisfied with his decision, than the present 
Professor of Anatomy in the medical institution of Boston. | 

One who blows a long trumpet without reding a sectarian horse, is such 
a character as we wish to see mounted on the medical Pegasus. 


There is sufficient authority derived from Dr. Channing, of Boston, in 


1826, never to apply a blistering plaster to an infant. 

The objection raised against chloroform and ether in subduing the pains 
of parturition, that it was decreed at the fall that woman i sorrow 
should bring forth children, has been adroitly met, by the fact that the 
Creator caused sleep to overcome Adam, before he took his rib to form a 
feinale. 

There is nothing in the effect of these new agents that has impressed 
us with so much interest as a physiological view of them. This view 


goes to confirm what is said by our favorite author, Sir Charles Bell, that - 


what is commonly called a nerve, is far from being a simple organ’; and 
that, each nerve is composed of a number of filaments, each of which has 
its peculiar action. The inhalation of these pain-subduing gases goes to 


eres ing “and important, of any thing 
@ general rule, it has been 
‘Part OC the ‘cannot be seriously dis- 
ordered without more, OF the whole. In colic, will it 
suspend pain whilst vomiting GOMMMMNME Wil it subdue the emesis and 
not the pain ? or ane not the pain? or will it 
both ? visit, we shall await with 
much anxiety its effects puking and diarrhoea. 

Opium was termed ‘by De the of God. These 
pain-controlling gases may ee Breath of heaven. 

The following extract,it Oeeurs te me here to give, of which every 
reader will take his own views and make his own application. Mr. 
Curling says that, “Sir Charles Bell has beautifully shown, that sensi- 
bility is eminently essential to the preservation of the healthy condition 
of different structures; therefore, however perfect the voluntary powers 
may remain, when the susceptibility to the impression of pain is lost, 
parts are commonly exposed to injury.” As an example, we are told 
that when the nostril bas lost its sensibility from an affection or division 
of the fifth pair of nerves, sneezing cannot be excited. Arcus. 
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: confirm the postulate of Sir Charles, which assumes that on one nervous go 
fibril depends sensation ; upon another voluntary,and upon a third in- the 
voluntary motion. too 
: In parturition, we are assured by Dr. Channing (and we need and can 
| have no higher authority) that the pains are quelled, whilst the expul- 4j 
sive effects of those pains, in pushing forward the child, continue as 10 
i vigorously as if the misery.of the mother was not annihilated. Here we anc 
see a marked and striking differemce BetWixt gaseous inhalation and the els 
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BOSTON, MAY 31, 1848. 


Medical Meeting in Boston.—This is the day for the annive meet- 
ing of our State Medical Society, one of the most interesting and joyful 
occasions known to the profession in Massachusetts. As the Journal is 
necessarily distributed before the organization for business, no notice of the 
meeting can be given to-day. Whatever transpires may be looked for next 
week. Medical strangers who happen to be in the city, will receive the 
civilities of the members and the hospitalities of the Society. 


office. Of the whole, 7 are fmm 
the fact is recollected that theta 


a country supporting about hig yi d graduating 1200 
anaually, of those well pend . 
The pay of naval surgenns the Giretefive years after 


date of commission, Navy yards and 
receiving vessels, $1.250 surgeon of the Fleet, 
$1,500. For the second orders, $1,200 ; in navy 
and receiving vessels; @2,600; surgeon of a 

leet, $1,800. For the thipd = ‘orders, $1,400; in navy 
yards, receiving vessels, 1,866 66 ; surgeon of 
the Fleet, $2,100. For the waiting orders, 1,600; in 
navy yards, receiving vessels, Sea Service, $2,133 33; sur- 
geon of a Fleet, $2,400. For 20 years and wpwards, after date of commis- 
sion, waiting orders, $1,800; in navy yards, receiving vessels, &c., $2,250 ; 
sea service, $2,400; and if surgeon of a Fleet, $2,700. The pay of a 
passed assistant surgeon, waiting orders, per annum, is $850; in navy 
yards and receiving vessels, $1,150 ; and at sea, $1,200. That of assist- 
ant surgeons, the lowest grade of medical officer in the navy, Is, when 
Waiting orders, $650; in navy yards and_ receiving vessels, $950 ; and at 
sea service, the same. Dr. Jonathan Cowdery, the senior surgeon, received 


U. S. Naval Medical Staff.—The Navy Register of the United States, 
for the year 1848, presents a catalogue of 68 Surgeons, 40 Passed Assist- 
ant Surgeons, and 37 Assistant Surgeons—making the small complement 
of only 145 for the whole naval service of this great republic. Without 
this official information, we should have supposed that several hundreds 
were in commission, as a matter of necessity, considering the number of 
government vessels, and their various positions at home and abroad. With 
the statistical tables before us, it really appears as though the number was 
too small to supply the various land stations as well as the floating marine. 
It appears that of those in the medical staff, 29 were born in Virginia ; 

4 in Massachusetts ; 17 in New York; 26 in Pennsylvania; 3 in Ireland ; : 
10 in New Jersey ; 14 in Maryland, afdonly one in Vermont. Virginians 

and Pennsylvanians have been most | fortans teinobtaining commissions, or 
else physicians in the Giates are less ambitious for 
rather surprising, when 
pbvsicians ip 
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Tuck, commissioned May 15, 1800. Dr. Phinehas J. Horwitz, of Mary- 
land, appears, by this register, to have been the last appointment, Nov. 8, 
1847. 


It may be gratifying to the personal friends, and of general professional 
interest, to know the present residence of many of the U. S. N. Surgeons 
now on shore, as well as the service-stations of many at sea. 


Dr. M. G. Delany, at the Portsmouth Navy Yard, N. H.; Dr. Wm. Johnson, Navy Yard, 
Charlestown, Ms.; Dr. Wm. Wheelan, Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Ms.; Dr. J. Vaugh Smith, Re- 
ceiving Ship Franklin, Boston, Ms.; Dr. Thos. L. Smith, Navy Yard, New York ; Dr. Thos. B. 
Salter, Rendezvous, New York; Dr. Walter Smith, Naval Hospital, New York ; Dr. Jas. M. 
zreene, Navy Yard, Philadelphia; Dr, Robert J. Dodd, Naval Asylum, do,; Dr. G. R. B. Hor- 
ner, Rendezvous, do. ; Dr. Henry M. Glendy, Rendezvous, Baltimore ; Dr. Wm. M. Wood, Re 
ceiving Ship Ontario, do. ; Dr. J. A. Lockwood, Naval School, Annapolis, Maryland ; Dr. Geo. 
Clymer, Navy Yard, Washington ; Dr. Z. L.. Du Barry, Marine Guard,do.; Dr. Geo. Blacknall, 
Navy Yard, Norfolk ; Dr. Thos. Williamson, Rendezvous, do. ; Dr. Wm. F. Pattan, Naval Hos- 
ital, do. ; Dr. Jas. Cornick, yomemy Ship Pennsylvania. do. ; Dr. D. C. M’Leod, Navy Yard, 
ensacola ; Dr. Isaac Hulse, Naval Hospital, do.; Dr. J. S. Wiley, Fleet Surgeon, Frigate Cum- 
berland ; Dr. Robert T. Barry, Sloop Albany ; Dr. L. B. Hunter, Sloop Saratoga; Dr. G. W. 
Codwise, Sloop John Adams}; Dr. Samuel CG. Laurason, Sloop Germantown ; Dr. L. W. Minor, 
Steamer Mississippi; Dr. J. D, Miller, Steamer Scorpion; Dr. A. N. Bell, Steamer Vixen; Dr. 
R. F, Mason, Steamer Scourge ; Dr. W. B. Sinclair, Steamer Iris; Dr. S. G. White, Steamer 
Wate rWitch ; Dr. J. S. Messersmith, Bomb Vessel AStna ; Dr. J. F. Harrison, Hecla; Dr. A, J. 
Rice, Stromboli; Dr. R. E. Wall, Vesuvius ; Dr. Jas. Hamilton, Store Ship Fredonia ; Dr. B. R. 
Mitchell, Sch, er; Drs. B, Ticknor and C. F. Guillon, Ship Columbus, 74, jPacific Ocean ; 
Drs. S. A. M’Creery, E. J, Bee and R. T. Maccoun, Ohio, 74, Pacific; Drs. D. S. Green and 
Samuel Jackson, Razee a EEE 54, Pacific ; Drs. Edward Gilchrist and A. A. Henderson, 
Sloop Portsmouth. Pacific; Dr. A. J. Bomie and D. B. ~~ Sloop St. Mary’s, Pacific ; Dr. 
Maxwell, Sloop Cyane, Pacific; Dr. A. W. Harris, Sloo arren, Pacific ; Dr. J. Rudenstein, 
Sloop Dall, Pacific ; Drs. Daniel Egbert and J. L. Burtt, Sloop Preble, Pacific; Dr. J. J. Aber: 
nethy, Ship Lexington, Pacific ; Dr. J. M’Clelland, Store Ship Southampton, Pacific, The names 
of aarp we in the Mediterranean, Brazilian, African and East India squadrons, may be 
no reafter, 


| 
Galvanic Spectacles. Sx. Paine, optician, of Worcester, Mass., 
has invented somethingynew Way of'spectacles. He has constructed 
that part of the bows holdmmg.t we ymeegpem the bridge, of two metals, 
viz., silver and rinc-andihe abontiaar of having thus achieved an im- 
rtant improvement By gow of electricity, which he be- 
ieves invigorates the eveseaGm eres them from a world of small 
physical annoyanées, 1agepens | wang vision. By touching the 
tip of the tongaé On the sensation is produced, 
and a flash of light 1s Saetanny pemeememen, Bar, Paine thinks that he feels 
Like a genuine Yaukee,: | 
covery his ctations, Millions of wearers 
countries will soon begin New England ingenuity. 
subject is one that should of a new 
province for exploration 1s @xpese@ View. 


fant, of course ; and if the dis- 


Dr. Perkins’s Address.—Preparatory to opening the spring term of lee: 
tures at the Castleton Medical College, one: of the Faculty, Dr. Perkins, 
made an address to the class, which appears to have been received with a 
warmth of feeling, exceedingly flattering to a public teacher. A man 
must: have excellent qualities of heart, a good intellect, and exhibit a de- 
termination to be positively serviceable to the students, or he has buta 
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slight hold of their esteem. The author of this address, which was so- 
Jicited for publication by the representatives of fourteen States, now in at- 
tendanse at Castleton, has had so much experience that he may safely be 
ken of as a veteran. It isa happy circumstance for him, that by the 
weight of his own character, and by the manner in which he has filled 
his professorial chair in the College, he can command, from each new 
class, their hearty greetings from year to year. | | f opivetn 


Lectures on Yellow Fever.—John Hastings, M.D., of the U.S. Navy, 
has delivered lectures at Philadelphia, on the causes, pathology and .treat- 
ment of yellow fever—a subject which has become hackneyed and stale all 
over christendom. Notwithstanding, it is both a privilege and duty to re- 
cord and promulgate any truth that may have been gleaned, if a shade of 
hope exists.of finally ascertaining the causes and the cure of that formida- 
ble disease. Not wishing to resuscitate the dry bones of controversy, we 
are disposed to be exceedingly brief in our observations, by merely saying 
that the author is unquestionably a close and careful observer, who mani- 
fests an honest desire to promote human happiness, by controlling the mala- 
dies to which mankind are subject. He does not believe in the contagious- 
ness of yellow fever, and that one fact gives us confidence in his sound 
discretion. But there are whole brigades of physicians, were they mustered, 
who as much believe that yellow fever is contagious, as they are positive 
that Young and Old Physic have kindled a flame which is destined to in- 
crease and be perpetuated through coming ages. After a recital of the 
most common theories of the exciting causes of the fever, in none of which 
Dr. Hastings has a particle of confidence, he gives his own, which is this, 
—viz., “I feel perfectly satisfied, in my own mind, that there is but one 
cause capable of exciting this disease, am@uthat cause is to be found in the 


malaria or exhalations from alluvial 6r marshy soil—and that, too, from 
gaining.” Messrs. Lindsay 


marshes subject to periodic Grain 
& Blakiston have published the eam ry 


History of the Bloomingday the physician of this 
excellent institution, has pap ied: and statistics of it, 
from the beginning. admirably prepared, 
and in all coming time must: tis: fatare governors and 
officers, and to all others sustaining the Asylum. 
Dr. Earle is 9 methodical value to his observa- 
tions and conclusions, causes of insanity, em- 

aces, it is presumed, the pdern discoveries on that 


Influence of Cold on Longevity.—Gol Polistes appear to be favorable 
to longevity. In Norway, of 6,927 who were buried in 1761, 63 had lived 
to the age.of 100; and in Russia, out of 726,278 persons who died in 
1801, 218 were 100 years of age, and 220-above it, of whom four are said 
0 have been 130 years old. In the diocese of Aggherus, in Norway, 
there existed, in the year 1763, 150 couples who had lived together 
upwards of 80 years, Excessive cold, however, is prejudicial to long life; 
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in Iceland and Siberia, men attain at the utmost to the ages only of 60 or 
70. Temperate climes are, however, most conducive to health and long 
life. There the human frame is more complete, the body more vigorous, 
the mind best formed, the passions best regulated, and man in every re- 
spect reaches, when well governed, the highest degree of perfection. The 
district of Arcadia, Etolia, and other parts of Greece, were celebrated for 
longevity. More old men are to be found in mountainous.and elevated 
situations than in plains and low countries. 


Death from Air entering a Vein in the Neck, whilst inserting a Seton. 
—This rare occurrence recently took place in London. The patient was 
afflicted with chronic laryngitis. After having been treated by leeching 
and blisters, Dr. Willis proposed the seton, which mode of counter-irrita- 
tion he had found successful in othercases. Dr. W. states that he pinched 
up the skin about 24 inches above the breast bone, and thrust in a seton 
needle, about the size of a common bleeding lancet, and armed with a strip 
of lint. It was not near the jugular vein or any other important blood- 
vessel. At the instant of its entrance, Dr. W. heard a slight, momentary, 
hissing sound, which proved to be the rushing of air into some small vein 
implicated in the operation. The man suddenly fainted, became rigid and 
convulsed, and although he slightly revived after bloodletting, soas to take 
a little wine and water, he died in about seven hours. An inquest being 
held, the jury, after consulting for a few minutes, unanimously returned the 
following verdict :— Accidental death, from the entrance of air into a vein 
in the neck during an operation performed by Dr. Willis; but the jury 
cannot separate without expressing their opinion that such operation was 
cautiously and skilfully performed; and, as appears by the evidence ad- 
duced, the said operation was*fully wartanted by present practice.” 


Western Medical Consenttaa=ate Western Lancet, for January last, 
contains an article convention of delegates 
from Western Medital Colemes, te, Mipon certain points of interest 
particularly to them, aa@aueemesaenamemempriety of adopting and carrying 
out the suggestions Of Wonvention. 

The proposition, 80 far with favor generally, and 
would likely have Cartas for the shortness of time be- 
tween the notice and the ter meeting. We, however, are 
not informed how far Gail: to by the selection of dele- 
gates, except that the Co!lege made such appoint- 
ment ; but we sce many FeaeOneeMPNN Buen @ Convention should be held, 
and no good reason agaimst ih 

West of New York and OE Bennessee, there are ten medical 
schools, viz. :—one at Lexington, and one at Louisville, Ky.; one at Cin- 
cinnati, one at Columbus, and one at Cleveland. Ohio; one at Laporte, In- 
diana ; one at Chicago, and one at Jacksonville, Illinois; and two at St. 
Louis, Missouri ; amongst which there is great want of uniformity in or- 
ganization, requirements and policy. 

There may be points of difference which the customs of the schools, 
and the expectations of the profession in the different latitudes of this dis- 
trict of country, may require to be retained. But if by meeting in con- 
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vention these matters could be so harmonized as to bring about uniformit 
in other respects, it would be a most desirable end attained.—Nort 
Western Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Extension of Lecture Terms.—The last number of the Southern Medical 
and Surgical Journal contains a statement, which, in justice to the Medical 
College of Georgia, should be generally known. It is, that the Georgia Col- 
lege in 1832 was organized upon a six months’ course of lectures, and for five 
successive sessions this plan was continued. Finding that the classes 
did not increase, in 1835 a circular was addressed to every medical col- 
lege in the United States, proposing the adoption of the same. length of 
term. No other institution, however, acceding to the proposition, the 
Georgia school reluctantly shortened its term, to four months. We take 
pleasure in aiding to give currency to the foregoing statement, in order 
that the merit of priority in the matter may be attached to the institution 
to which it rightfully belongs.— Buffalo Medical Journal. 


_ French Medical Elections.—The medical profession of Paris have just 
met with a flat refusal from the staff of the National Guard. The request 
made was, that the surgeon of the citizen troops should not be elected by 
the medical men and the officers of the different legions conjointly, but by 
the former alone, which mode of election the profession look upon as 

only one in conformity with their rights. The following protestation is 
now, by the active exertions of the editor of L’ Union Médicale, being nu- 
merously signed— Whereas the decree which fixes the mode of election 
for the surgeons of the National Guard is an infringement of the right of 
direct election, which all citizens,enjey-ewhereas the medical body alone 
is expected to carry on theif election Dy two degrees, the undersigned 
members of the medical profession they,will take no share in 
the said election, and that the office of surgeon 
in the National Guard. | appointment, they 
will be happy, when @eeviee in their power to 
their fellow-guards ; buy elective mode of 
which is contrary to right, This protest, 
y signal pwiltshortly be sent to 


to which a good many signa bre 


Marrixp—In Lowell, Josiah Olive C., daughter of the 
late Thaddeus Spaulding, M.D., of MED., of New York, to Miss 


fall Walla, Oregon, Dr. White, of the 


—females, 
Stillborn, 3. Of consumption, 17—typhus fever. 7—lung fever, 2—scarlet fever, 1—child-bed, 1— 
brain fever, of the bowels, 3—convulsions, 4— , S—infantile, 
l—accidental, 2—old age, 3—dropsy on the brain, 1—disease. of the brain, 1 of the 
Spine, l—disease of the heart, 1—croup, 1—measles, 1—debility, 1—rheumatism, 
“rey, 1—hooping cough, 1—disease of the hip, 1—discase of the chest, |— 
D aud 40 years, 


ween 5 and 20 years, 6—between 20 2—beiween 40 
and 60 years, 14—over 60 years.9. 
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Medical Miscellany.—A frases! vaccination of all the schools of the cit city of Hartford, 
is now going on at the public expense.—Yellow fever has again appeared at Tampico. 
—Dr. Joho A. Salisbury has been convicted of counterfeiting, at Rochester, N. Y., the 
coinage of the United States, and sentenced to the State's Prison for seven years.—'T'he 
ship fever begins to appear among the Irish immigrants arriving at the quarantine 
ground below Quebec —Smallpox has again been introduced into Philadelphia, by an 
emigrant ship.—'The deaths t London during the week ending April 29, numbered 
966, the average being 943. Typhus is still prevalent, and scarlatina is likewise una- 
sually destractive. ‘The number of births for the week was 15!1.—Smallpox has 
broken out at St. Johns, N.B., ag alarm in every direction —Amongst the wound- 
ed during the insurrection at Berlin, last March, was an army surgeon: The number 
of officers killed and wounded is proportionally enormous. Out of 17 soldiers and sub- 
officers killed, there were 3 commissioned officers who perished ; and amongst 225 sol- 
diers and sub-officers wounded, there were no less than 14 of their officers who received 
various i injuries. | 


OBSTETRICAL INSTRUMENTS: 
OF the latest and most approved patterns, in cases, or singly. The cases include Forceps, Peatie, 
Perforating Scissors, Blunt Hook and Crotchet, Bedford’s Guard, Placenta Forceps, &c. 
Also, a full assortment of Amputating, Trephining, Autopsy, Dissecting, Dressing, Eye, Tonsil, 
and all other by Surgeons. For sale on favorable terms by 
a 


y 17—tf 
MATIOCO. 

A FRESH supply just received and for sale by JOSEPH BURNETT, 

May 17—tf No. 38 Tremont Row. 

| NOTICE. 

Samug. M. Cotcorp would i nonaey his friends and customers in the Medical Profession, that he has 
dissolved his connection with Philbrick & No. 160 Washington street, and may be found at 
the old stand of Carter, Wilson & Co., corner of Hanover and oo Fy igs in connection with 
Solomon Carter and Geo. C. Preston, under the style of Carter Preston, and would be 


n, 
happy to wait upon them there with all the nicer qualities of Medicines i in cuher departments of Ma- 
teria Medica or Pharmacy. The same attention will be observ to quality, as heretofore, 
and and more attention paid to the wishes of their customers in min to price. "os. 12—3m 


IMPROVED MAGNETIC MACHINES. 
MOORHEAD’S GRADUATED MAGNETIC MACHINE. 
Tas attention of the Medical Profession ‘is reapectfully directed to this instrument, which is an 
important improvement over all other (rm Of Makutacture. It is perfectly simple in construc- 
tion, and theretore not liable to. get of order, is with all other instruments of the 
kind. be Graduated 


it admits of perfect contem), aad cam to any power ; adapted for an infant, or 
sufficient for the strongest 9 the 


in @ continuous manner, b 
words, it is believed toobe 
offered, and no pains 

cent of the 


or. magnetic force is imp 
en to the most delicate patient. In a few 
ve Machine that has yet 
Gime Gountenance and use of the inte 


Am. this country or in Euro 
owing some new effect 0 this 
cial use. It is, therefore, not 
ed maed, and it is to give the scienti- 
portable and convenient, 
Of the superiority of these Ma- 
the Profession, who have 


mysterious age 
stronae 
fic practitioner an acticle 
the GrapuaTeD 


| maerful ; ‘some of them in diseases 


of the most serious charaseet thers, may be mentioned 
Berofula, Dropsy, Erysipelmay Ascites. Bpine, Ti Tic Douloureus, Acute and 


be referred to the nervous 


Exch machine is compactly ape 
neat rose- wood cases, accompa 


and all necessary appliances, put up in 
lication. 


Ag full directions for its efficient use and 


he GrapuATeD Maanetic py ar ke d to physicians at Twelve Dollate and Fif- 
teen Dollurs each, according to size and ish. They can be readily and safely sent to ony 
of country, and each instrument is 


factured and sold, Wholesale andRetail,by D. 
Orders as accompanied with the can, will be promptly and i 


PHYSICIAN, . 
in a flourishing fon. wiles of Boston, offers for sale his stanton, 
; if by letter, post-paid, May 24—3t, 
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